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Section 1.0}

Section 1.02

Section 1.03

ARTICLE I
FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND BOUNDARIES

INCORPORATION

The inhabitants of the City of Socorro, EL Paso County, Texas, residing within its
corporate limits as now established or as hereafter established, shall continue to
be a Municipal and Corporate in perpetuity under the name “City of Socorro,”
hereinafter referred to as the “City,” and having such powers, privileges, rights,
duties and immunities as are herein provided.

FORM OF GOVERNMENT

The municipal government provided by this Carter shall be known as the
“Council-Manager” Government. Pursuant to its provisions and subject only to
the limitations imposed by the State Constitution, the statutes of this State and by
this Charter, all powers of the City shall be vested in an clective Council,
hereinafter referred to as the “City Council,” which shall enact local legislation,
adopt budgets, determine policies, and appoint the City Manager, who in turn
shall be held responsible to the City Council for the operation of the City. All
powers of the City shall be exercised in the manner prescribed by this Charter, the
State Constitution or the Statues of the State of Texas.

BOUNDARIES AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the City, at the time this Charter is adopted, are those, which
have previously been legally established by the original Socorro Land Grant of
1871 less the International Boundary Commission Ratification and by the
Comprehensive Planning Study of 1988. The boundaries may be changed from
time to time either through annexation or detachment of territories. Exhibit A is
the official map of the current boundaries of the City of Socorro, which is on file
with the City Secretary.




ARTICLE 1Y
POWERS OF THE CITY

Section 2.01  GENERAL POWERS

A. The City shall have all powers, except as limited by this Charter,
granted to municipal corporations and 1o cities under a home rule
Charter, by the Constitution and General and Special Laws of the
State of Texas, together with all implied powers necessary to carry
into execution all the powers granted.

B. The powers possessed by the City include, but are not limited:

1. to acquire property by purchase, gift, devise, lease or
condemnation;

2. to sell, lease, mortgage, and control such property as its
interest may require;

3. to sue and be sued;

4, to regulate, develop, and improve streets and public
property;

5. to provide for a public water system and to fix, by

ordinance, the charges and compensation to be charged by
the City for public water service;

6. to provide for a sanitary-sewer system; to establish, by
ordinance, the compensation to be charged and rules for
connection to and use of the sanitary sewer system;

7. to provide for the handling and disposition of all garbage,
trash, rubbish, and hazardous waste, and to fix, by
ordinance, the compensation to be charged for these
services;

8. to provide, by ordinance, land use and development
regulations, to include, but not limited to: zoning and
subdivision regulations, alleviation or prevention of slums
and other conditions of deterioration, and achievement of
the most appropriate use of land resources.

9. The City shall have the authority, either singularly or
jointly, with the county, to acquire, establish and own,
either by purchase, donation, bequest or otherwise all
property that may be useful or necessary for the purpose of
establishing and maintaining parks and recreation facilities
as authorized by law. Such facilities may be operated by a
beard created by Ordinance or by the City Council

10.  The City Council may create a housing authority under the
laws of the State of Texas. The City Council shall have the
power to establish, by ordinance, regulations providing
minimum standards for all buildings which are used, or
intended for use, as places of human habitation; which




standards shall be based upon the proposition of making it
reasonably certain that all such buildings or dwelling places
shall be constructed, or reconstructed, or repaired, and
maintained so as to protect the safety, health and general
welfare of the community, its citizens and the persons who
reside in such buildings or dwelling places. The City shall
have the power to undertake and engage in programs and
projects for urban renewal or redevelopment as authorized
by laws of the State of Texas and the FFederal Government,
C. The enumeration of particular powers by this Charter shall not be
adjudged to be exclusive, and, in addition to any powers
enumerated or implied herein, it is intended that the City shall have
and may exercise all the powers which would be competent for this
Charter to enumerate specifically.

Section 2.02  EMINENT DOMAIN

Section 2.03

The City shall have the full power to exercise the right of eminent domain except
for historical sites certified by ordinance or any State or Federal authority, when
necessary to the conduct of public affairs, consistent with the authority and scope
conferred by this Charter or by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas.
Such authority shall include the obligation fo pay adequate compensation and the
right to take the fee in land so condemned and to institute condemnation
proceedings for municipal or public purposes.

ANNEXATION FOR ALL PURPOSES

The City Council shall have the power, by ordinance, to fix the boundary limits of
the City of Socorro; and to provide for the alteration, reduction, and the extension
of said boundary limits, and the annexation of additional territory lying adjacent
to the City, with or without the consent of the territory and inhabitants annexed.
Before the City may institute annexation or disannexation proceedings, the City
Council shall provide an opportunity for all interested persons to be heard at a
public hearing. Prior notice of such hearings shall be published in accordance
with Chapter 43 of the Texas Local Government Code in a newspaper having
general circulation in the City and in the territory proposed to be annexed. Upon
the final passage of any such ordinance, the boundary limits of the City shall
thereafter be fixed in such ordinance; and when any additional territory has been
so annexed, same shall be a part of the City of Socorro, and the property situated
therein shall bear its pro rata part of the taxes levied by the City, and the
inhabitants thereof shall be entitled to all rights and privileges of all the citizens,
and shall be bound by the acts, ordinances, resolutions, and regulations of the
City.




Section 2.04

Section 2.05

Section 2.06

DETERMINATION OF EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION

The extra territorial Jurisdiction of the City of Socorro shall be that set forth in
42.021 of the Texas Local Government Code, as amended from time to time.,

ANNEXATION PROCEDURES

The procedures are set out in Chapter 43 of the Local Government Code.
DETACHMENT OF TERRITORIES

Territory lying within the corporate boundary limits of the City, and which abuts
the outer corporate boundary limits, may, after notice and hearings as then
required by State Law, by ordinance, be de-annexed and detached from the City.
Any such territory so detached shall be liable for its pro-rata share of any taxes
and fees incurred while it was part of the City, except as provided by State Law,
including Local Government Code Section 43.148.




ARTICLE 11

THE CITY COUNCIL

Section 3.01 NUMBER, SELECTION AND TERMS OF OFFICE

A.

The legislative and governing body of the City shall consist of a Mayor
and five (5) Council members, and shall be known as the “City Council of
the City of Socorro.”

The Mayor and the Council members shall be elected to serve for three (3)
year terms and not for more than two (2) comnsecutive terms. Council
members shall be elected from single member districts numbered 1, 2, 3,
and 4, and one position shall be At Large. The Districts will be
established, determined and, district lines shall be redrawn after each
federal census, if required, to comply with state and federal voting laws
and regulations. Each candidate for City Council in a particular District
shall be a resident of that District.

The council positions shall serve staggered terms as determined initially
by lot. Three (3) Council positions will be elected to an initial three (3)
year term and two (2) Council positions and Mayoral position will be
elected for an initial two (2) year term commencing in the 2010 City
Council general election. Thereafter each position will be elected for three
(3) year terms.

Section 3.02 QUALIFICATIONS

All qualifications must be met at the time of candidacy filing in addition to other
qualifications prescribed by the laws of the State of Texas.

The candidate shall;

A,

Be a citizen of the United States of America and qualified voter of the City
of Socorro;

Have resided for at least 12 months preceding the election within the
corporate limits of the City, or for 12 months within the territory which
has been annexed by the City;

Not be in arrears in the payments of any laxes or other liability due to the
City in the last two years;

A member of the City Council and the Mayor, ceasing to possess any of
the qualifications specified in this section or convicted of a felony or
misdemeanor (crimes of moral turpitude) while in office, or is abgent from
three (3) consecutive regular meetings in one year without being excused
by the City Council, his or her office shall be declared vacant by City
Council.

A majority vote of the elected members of the City Council in regular
session is required 1o declare the office vacated.




E. Show proof that his’her homestead and residency are one and the same,
and that such property lies within the corporate boundaries of the City of
socorro.

Section 3.03 MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM.

A. The Mayor shall be the official head of the City government. The Mayor
shall be the chair and shall preside at all meetings of the City Council.
The Mayor shall, except as provided otherwise by the City Council, sign
all official documents such as ordinances, resolutions, conveyances, grant
agreements, official plats, contracts and bonds. The Mayor shall appoint
special committees as advisable and as instructed by the City Council.
The Mayor shall perform such other duties consistent with this Charter or
as may be imposed by the City Council.

B. The City Council shall elect from among its members an acting Mayor Pro
Tem who shall act as Mayor during the absence or disability of the Mayor.

C. The Mayor, or the Mayor Pro Tem while presiding over the City Council
in the absence of the Mayor, shall vote only in the case of a tie except to
pass an ordinance when the voting membership of the Council is reduced
below five (5} owing to one or more absences and/or vacancies and/or
abstentions.

D. The Mayor Pro Tem shall serve in his or her capacity as Mayor Pro Tem
for not longer than one (1) year from the date of appointment by the City
Council as prescribed by Texas Local Government Code §22.037.

Section 3.04 GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES

The City Council. The City Council shall be the legistative and governing body
of the City and shall have control of the City finances, property, functions,
services, affairs and programs, subject only to the terms and provisions of this
Charter. The City Council shall have the power to ordain, alter, amend or repeal
and enforce ordinances, resolutions, rules, orders, and regulations, for any public
purpose, that are not in conflict with this Charter, or Federal or State Law. The
City Council shall have the power and authority to provide for any public
purpose, including but not limited to recreation, the regulation and control of
public property, municipal finances, the preservation of the public peace and good
order, the security and protection of the public health, safety and welfare, the
promotion of trade, commerce and economic development, the beautification and
quality of life within the City, and any other governmental or proprietary service
or program. The City, by and through its City Council, shall have fuil and
complete power of local self government to the fullest extent not in conflict with
this Charter and State Law, including all such authorities and privileges that are
now or hereafter provided to cities by State Law and such power and authority,
both express and implied, as necessary 1o accomplish and enforce any such duty,
program or public purpose.




The City Council shall have all the powers necessary and incident to the proper
discharge of the duties imposed upon i, and is hereby vested with all powers
necessary to carry out the terms and provisions of this Charter; except where such
powers are, by this Charter, specifically reserved or conferred on some other
officer.

The following powers and duties of the City Council are not exclusive but are
enumerated for greater clarity:

A Appoint, supervise and remove the City Manager by four-fifihs (4/5) vote
of the entire City Council;

B Ensure enforcement of the provisions of this Charter and the ordinances of
the City;

C. Adopt and amend the budget of the City;

b Call bond eclections, and authorize the issuance and sale of bonds,

certificates of obligation, certificates of participation, warrants, notes and

other evidences of indebtedness or obligation of the City pursuant to this

Charter and State Law;

Provide for and control of all City finances;

Provide for boards and commissions as deemed necessary by the City

Council, and as required by this Charter, and appoint and remove all such

boards and commissions upon the recommendation of the Mayor;

G. Adopt, modify and carry out the plans proposed by the planning
comimission and other boards and commissions;

H. Adopt, medify and cause the enforcement of building codes, fire codes,
and health codes, public safety codes, and all other codes and regulations
deemed reasonably necessary;

mm

I. Provide for all public utilities and serve as the primary regulatory agency
for companies;

L Pass ordinances and resolutions as necessary in its judgment for any
public purpose not inconsistent with this Charter;

K. Exercise police powers for the safety of all citizens, and to protect their

health, life and property, prevent and summarily abate and remove all
nuisances; to preserve and to enforce good government, order and security

of the City;

L. Control and regulate the use and occupancy of the public streets, rights-of-
way and all property of the City;

M, Make investigations into municipal affairs and subpoena persons,

documents and records, and compel the attendance of witnesses and
production of records for such purpose;

N, Require fidelity bonds to be provided, at City expense, for any officer or
employee position;

0. For, good cause, order a recall election to be held for, or with respect to

any, member of the City Council;
P. Appoint and remove the City Attorney, the Municipal Judge and the

associate Municipal Judges;




Section 3.05

Section 3.06

Q. Confirm or reject the appointment of the officers required by this Charter
to be confirmed by the City Council;

R. To govern the affairs of the City in conformance with this Charter and the
State and Federal Constitutions and Laws, and to determine by majority
vote, the best and most appropriate method and manner of efficiently
performing the functions and providing the services of the City, consistent
with the Council-Manager form of government and, except as provided in
this Charter, with respect to certain departments that must be maintained
in effect, the City Council may, after hearing the City Manager; create,
change, merge, or abolish offices, departments or agencies of the City, and
may contract for services by interlocal agreement or otherwise as it deems
advisable, to improve the services or the efficiency of government; and

S. Cail and hold special elections useful to the accomplishment of the
purpose of the City, to the fullest extent not inconsistent with State Law.

COMPENSATION

The Mayor shall receive fifteen thousand dollars per year, and each of the City
Council members shall receive ten thousand dollars per year as compensation for
their services, and any increase of salary shall be through a Charter Amendment
only, and they shall be entitled to all necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their official duties or officially representing the City, when such
expenses are authorized and approved by a majority vote of the members of the
City Council at a meeting of the City Council.

VACANCIES

A vacancy oceurring in the City Council shall be filled by a person having the
qualifications required of a person filing for the office vacated and selected in the

mannet prescribed below:

The office of Mayor or Councilmember shall become vacant upon the death,
resignation, or removal from office of the incumbent. Any vacancy or vacancies,
whether in the office of Mayor or Councilmember, shall be filled by special
election called for such purposes. The date for special elections to fill vacancies
shall be the first uniform election date after the vacancy occurs and for which
there is sufficient time to call and give notice of the election as required by law;
provided that, if a vacancy occurs and no such election date falls within 120 days
after the date of the vacancy, the City Council shall, without regard for the
specified uniform election dates, order such election to be held on Saturday within
120 days from the date of the vacancy.

All vacancies shall be filled by election for the reminder of the unexpired term of
the office so filled.




Section 3.07 MEETINGS

Section 3.08

Seclion 3.09

Section 3.10

A, The City Council shall hold at least two regular meetings, the first and
third Thursday of each month, except December, when at least one regular
meeting shall be held, at a time 1o be fixed by it for such regular meetings,
and may hold as many additional meetings as may be necessary for the
{ransaction of the business of the City and its citizens. The City Council
has the discretion to change the regular meeting dates at their discretion.

B. The Mayor shall, with three voting City Council members, constitute a
quorum. In the absence of the Mayor, any of the four City Council
members shall constitute a quorum. If, because of one (1) or more
vacancies, the City Council comprises less than five (5) members, 3 voting
members shall constitute a quorum. At any meeting at which both the
Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem are absent, the remaining three voting Council
members may appoint any Council member to preside as acting Mayor.

C All meetings of the City Council shall be open to the public except as
provided by law. (Texas Open Meeting Act)

D. All meetings of the City Council shall be held at the City Hall, except that
in an emergency situation, the City Council may designate another place
of such meetings, specifying the location on the notice of such meetings,
posted in conformance with the Texas Open Meeting Act and any other
applicable State Law(s).

E. Special meeting of the City Council shall be called by the City Secretary
upon written request of the Mayor and/or three (3) members of the City
Council.

RULES OF PROCEDURE

The City Council shall determine, by ordinance, its own rules of procedure and
order of business. The Agenda will consist of every item that will be discussed in
public with public input through proper proceedings, except those items that will
be discussed in Executive Session. Minutes of all meetings of the City Council,
written, audio and visual, including the results of all votes, shall be taken and
recorded. Such minutes shall constitute a permanent record to which any citizen
may have access at all reasonable times; except under Executive Session. (The
Open Meetings Act prohibits disclosure of executive session recordings and/or
minutes).

OFFICIAL BONDS FOR CITY EMPLOYEES

The City Council shall be required to maintain fidelity bonds on all municipal
officers and all employees of the City who handle municipal funds. The amount
of such bonds and types of coverage shall be determined by City Counci! and the

cost shall be borne by the City.

INTERFERENCE WITH ADMINISTRATION




Section 3.11

Section 3.12

Neither the City Council not any of its members shall instruct or request the City
Manager or any of the City Manager’s subordinates 1o appoint or remove from
office or employment any person, except with respect to those offices which are
to be filled by appointment by the City Council under the provision of this
Charter. Except for the purpose of inquiry and investigation, or as otherwise
expressly provided by this Charter, the City Council shall interact with the
administrative services of the City solely through the City Manager, and shall not
give orders to any of the City Manager’s subordinates, cither publicly or privately,
except with the City Manager’s specific approval.

INVESTIGATION BY THE CITY COUNCIL

The City Council shail have the power to inquire into the official conduct of any
office, department, agency, officer, or employee of the City, and to make
investigations as to municipal affairs, and for that purpose may subpoena
witnesses, administer oaths, and compel the production of books, paper, and other
evidence material to the inquiry. The City Council shall provide by ordinance
penalties for contempt in failing or refusing 1o obey any such subpoena or to
produce any such books, papers, or other evidence, and shall have the power to
punish any such contempt in the manner provided by such ordinance.

AUDIT AND EXAMINATION OF CITY BOOKS AND ACCOUNTS

A. The City Council shall cause an annual audit to be made of the books and
accounts of each department, at the close of each department, by the City.
At the close of each fiscal year, a complete audit shall be made by a
certified public accountant or firm of certified public accountants, who
shall be selected by the City Council, not more than sixty (60) days nor
less than thirty (30) days prior to the end of the fiscal year and who shall
have no personal interest, direct or indirect, in the fiscal affairs of the City
government or any of its officers.

B. Such audit shall include a recapitulation of all internal audits made during
the course of the fiscal year.

C. All audit reports shall be filed with the City Council and shall be made a
part of the archives of the City.

D. All audits, so authorized by the City Council, shall be performed in
accordance with written audit contracts. Such contracts shall state the
period to be covered, the funds involved, the purpose of the audit, the fee
to be charged, and the authority to be used in determining presentation and
accounting standards.

E. The City Council shall, at the end of each month, prepare or have prepared
under its direction, a statement as to financial receipts and disbursements
for that particular month, and shall have such statemient not later than the
25" day of the following month and shall have a copy of said statement
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available in the office of the City Secretary for examination and a copy
will be made, at a reasonable charge, for those who request one.

E An itemized Financial Statement shall be presented to all the new Council
members coming into office.

G. The auditor shall be available to the City Council throughout the budget
year for special projects, reviews and reports,

Section 3.13  ACTION REQUIRING AN ORDINANCE

In addition to other acts required by law or by specific provisions of this Charter
to be enacted by ordinance, those acts of the City Council shall be by ordinance

which:

A, adopt or amend any code of technical regulations or establish, alter, or
abolish any City departments, office or agency;

B. provide for a fine or other penalty or establish a rule or regulation for

violation of which a fine or other penalty is imposed and for fine to be
stipulated on ordinance;

C. levy taxes, except as otherwise provided in Article V with respect to the
property tax levied by adoption of the budget;

D, grant, renew or extend a franchise;

E. regulate the rate charged for its services by public utility;

F. authorize the borrowing of money 10 meet a public emergency as provided
by State Law;

G. convey or lease or authorize the conveyance or lease of any lands of the
City of Socorro,

H. adopt ordinances proposed under the initiative power as provided in
Atrticle VII; and

L amend or repeal any ordinance previously adopted, except as otherwise

provided in Article VI, with respect to the repeal of ordinances
reconsidered under the referendum power;
L. adopt certificates of obligation.

Section 3.14 ORDINANCES IN GENERAL

A. Form

1. Every proposed ordinance shall be introduced in writing and in the
form required for final adoption.

2. Every ordinance shall contain only one subject, which shall be
clearly expressed in its title.

3. The enacting clause shall be “Be it ordained by the City of
Socorro.....”.

4. Any ordinance which repeals or amends an existing ordinance or a

part of a City code, shall set out in full the ordinance, sections, or
subsections to be repealed or amended, and shall indicate the
matter to be omitted by enclosing il in brackets or by strike out
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type, and shall indicate new matier by underscoring or by italics.
Each page of the new ordinance shall be identified at the bottom of
the page with the latest revision by date.

5. The original ordinance, repealed or amended, must be attached to
the proposed ordinance.

Procedure

1. An ordinance may be introduced by any member of the City
Council at any regular or special meeting of the City Council.

2. Upon introduction of any ordinance, the City Secretary shall:
a. distribute a copy of the ordinance to each member of the

City Council and to the City Manager;

b. file a reasonabic number of copies in the office of the City

Secretary and such other public places as City Council may
designate; and

c. publish the ordinance together with a notice setting out the
time and place for a public hearing thercon and for its
consideration by the City Council.

3. The public hearing shall follow the publication by at least five (5)
days. Public hearings may be held separately or in connection with
a regular or a special City Council meeting, and may be adjourned
from time to time. All persons interested shall have an opportunity
to be heard, at the public hearings.

4. Afier two (2) readings, the City Council may adopt the ordinance
with or without amendments or reject it; adoption of an ordinance
requires that at least three (3) members vote in favor of the
ordinance. If the ordinance is amended as to any matier of
substance, the City Council may not adopt it until the ordinance or
its amended sections have been subjected 1o all the procedures
required in the case of newly introduced ordinances.

5. As soon as practicable after adoption of any ordinance, the City
shall have it published again, together with notice of its adoption.

Effective Date

Unless otherwise provided, every ordinance shall become effective five

(5) days after publication of notice of the adoption,

“Publish” Defined

As used in this section, the term, “publish” means to print in one or more

newspapers of general circulation in the City:

i. the ordinance or brief summary thereof in compliance with Local
Government Code Section 52.013; and
2. the places where copies of it have been filed and the time when

they are available {or public inspection.
This section shall not apply to emergency ordinances adopted under
section 3.16 of this Charter.
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Section 3.15  CODE OF TECHNICAL REGULATIONS

A. The City Council may adopt any standard code of technical regulations by
reference thereto in an adopting ordinance. The procedure and
requirements governing, such an adopting ordinance shall be as prescribed
for ordinances generally except that;

1. the requirements of Section 3.14 for distribution and filing of
copies of the ordinance shall be construed to include copies of the
code of technical regulations, as well as of the adopting
ordinances; and

2. a copy of each adopted code of technical regulations, as well as, of
the adopting ordinance, shall be authenticated and recorded by the
City Secretary pursuant to Section 3.17 of this Article.

B. Copies of any adopted code or technical regulations shall be made
available by the City Secretary for distribution or for purchase at a
reasonable price.

Section 3.16  EMERGENCY ORDINANCES

A To meet a public emergency, as determined by City Council, the City
Council, may adopt one or more emergency ordinances. Such ordinance
may not:

1. levy taxes;

2. grant, renew, or extend a franchise;

3. regulate the rate charged by any public utility for its services; or

4. authorize the borrowing of money except as provided by Section

5.06 B of this Charter.

B. An emergency ordinance shall be infroduced in the form and manner
prescribed for ordinances, generally, except that it shall be plainly
designated as an emergency ordinance and shall contain, afier the enacting
clause, a declaration stating that an emergency exists and describing it in
clear and specific terms.

C. An emergency ordinance may be adopted with or without amendment, or
rejected, at the meeting at which it is introduced. The affirmative vote of
three (3) members of the City Council shall be required for adoption.

D. Every emergency ordinance, except one made pursuant to Section 5.06 B
of this Charter, shall automatically stand repealed as of the sixty first
(61st) day following the date on which it was adopted, but this shall not
prevent reenactment of the ordinance in the manner specified in this
section, if the emergency still exists.

Section 3.17 AUTHENTICATION AND RECORDING

The Mayor and the City Secretary shall authenticate each approved ordinance by
signature, and have it recorded in full, in a properly indexed book kept for the
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Section 3.18

Section 3.19

Section 3.20

Section 3.21

purpose of officially archiving all eriginal ordinances, resolutions and attachments
adopted by the City Council.

“LAME DUCK”

Elected officers shall not approve contracts within forty-five (45) days prior to the
date of any City general election until inauguration of those elected. The City
shall not enter into any contract for the purchase of materials or supplics or for
professional services, the acquisition of any land or buildings, the construction or
repair of any public building, or the carrying on of any other public work
requiring, creating, or imposing an obligation or liability of any nature upon the
City in excess of $3,000.00; provided that in the following situations, this
provision shall not apply:

A. In the case of public calamity, where it becomes necessary 1o act at once
to appropriate money 1o relieve the necessity of citizens or to preserve the
property of the City, or when it is necessary to preserve or profect the

public health;

B. In the case of contracts lawfully authorized prior to any City general
election or to contracts which may be lawfully authorized by a vote of the
people;

C. In the case of obligation incurred by the City for providing essential and

indispensable maintenance for any City department.
HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX

The City shall have the power to levy and collect a hotel-motel occupancy tax, as
provided under the laws of Texas as may be amended from time to time. When
this tax is levied by the City Council, the proceeds shall be used as set forth in
Section 351.101 of the Tax Code, as amended from time to time.

NEPOTISM

No person related within the second degree by affinity, or within the third degree
by consanguinity, to members of the City Council or Mayor shall be appointed to
any office, position or service in the City, but this provision shall not affect
officials or employees who are already employed by the City or have been a City
employees for six (6) months or longer at the time of the election of the Mayor or
City Council Member,

PERSONAL INTEREST
No member of the City Council or any officer or employee of the City shall
engage in self-dealing or have a financial interest, direct or indirect in any

contract with the City, or in the business of a contractor supplying the City, of any
land or rights or interest in any land, material, supplies, or service, except on
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behalf of the City as an officer or employee. The City Council shall not authorize
the expenditure of public funds for the development of a privately owned
subdivision. Any willful violation of this section shall constitute malfeasance in
office, and any officer or employee of the City found guilty thereof shall thereby
forfeit his/her office or position. Any violation of this section with the knowledge
expressed or implied of the person or corporation coniracting with the City shall
render the contract voidable by the City Council.
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Section 4.01

Section 4.02

ARTICLE IV

CITY ADMINISTRATION

CITY MANAGER

A.

H.

City Council shall appoint a City Manager by contract approved by four-
Jifths (4/5) vote of the entire Council. The City Manager shall be a
resident of the City of Socorro within six (6) months of employment. The
City Manager must post a fidelity bond.

The City Manager shall he the chief administrative and executive officer
of the City and shall be responsible to the City Council for the
Administration of the affairs of the City.

The City Manager shall be chosen by the City Council on the basis of
executive and administrative training, education (undergraduate or
graduate degree preferred), three to five years progressive experience in
the administrative capacity and ability preferred.

The City Council shall be prohibited from appointing the City Manager to
a term by contract longer than twenty-four (24) months. The City
Manager may be removed at the will and pleasure of the City Council by
Jour-fifths (4/5) vote of the entire City Council. A severance package of
more than six (6) months is prohibited.

No member of the City Council shall, during the time for which he or she
is elected nor for one (1) year thereafier, be appointed City Manager.

The action of the City Council in suspending or removing the City
manager shall be final, it being the infention of this Charter to vest all
authority and fix all responsibility of such suspension or removal on the
City Council.

In case of the absence or disability of the City Manager, the City Council
may designate some qualified person to perform the duties of the office
during such absence or disability.

The City Manager shall receive compensation as may be fixed by the City
Council.

DUTIES OF THE CITY MANAGER

The City Manager shall:

A.

with the advice and consent of the City Council, appoint, and remove all
department heads of the City except as otherwise provided by this Charter
or by ordinance;

attend all meetings of the City Council, taking part in discussion, but
having no vote, and shall be notified of all special meetings of the City
Council;

16



H.

see that all laws, provisions of this Charter, and acts of the City Council,
subject to enforcement by the City Manager or by officers, subject to his
or her direction and supervision, are faithfully executed;

prepare and submit the annual budget and capital program to the City
Council;

submit to the City Council and make available to the public a complete
report on the finances and administrative activities of the City as of the
end of each fiscal year;

keep the City Council fully advised as to the financial condition and future
needs of the City and make such recommendations to the City Council on
a monthly basis;

make such other reports as the City Council may require concerning the
operations of the City departments, offices, and agencies subject to his or
her direction and supervision.

perform such other dutics as are specified in the Charter or may be
required by the City Council or the Laws of the State of Texas; and
oversee the direction and completion of any grant activity and/or the
obtainment of public monies whether it be on the State or Federal level,
and develop a five-year stralegic economic growth plan.

Section 4.03 CITY ATTORNEY

A,

The City Council shall appoint an attorey(s), licensed to practice law in

the State of Texas, as City Attomey(s), who shall not serve or provide

services to those municipalities that fall within the Extra Terriforial

Jurisdiction (E.T.J.} of the City of Socorro (nor shall the City Attorney

have a personal interest as outlined in Section 3.21). The City Attorney(s)

shall serve at the will and pleasure of the City Council and may be
terminated at any time. The City Atiorney(s) will be entitled to
compensation as established by the City Council.

The duties of the City Attorney(s) shall be to:

1. serve as legal advisor to the City Council/Cily Manager, to all
offices, departments and agencies of the City, and to all officers
and employees of the City in matlers relating to their official
duties;

2. represent the City in all legal proceedings, unless special council is
approved to represent the City interest;

3. perform all services incident to his or her position as may be
required by statute, this Charter, ordinance, or as directed by the
City Council.

The City Council may retain special counsel at any time it deems such

action appropriate or necessary.

Attorney(s) who are employees of the City must give a financial

disclosure upon interview, and from time-to-time as requested by the City

Council.
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Section 4.04 MUNICIPAL COURT

Section 4.05

A,

B.

Theze is hereby established a court designated the Municipal Court of the
City of Socorro.

The Municipal Court shall have jurisdiction within the territorial limits of
the City for the trial of misdemeanor offenses with all powers and duties
granted by laws of the State of Texas. The Municipal Court has
jurisdiction over those matters provided by City ordinance in addition to
those powers conferred by State Law.

The judge of the Municipal Court shall be appointed by the City Council,
based on the recommendations of the City Manager. The appointment
shall take place within thirty (30) days following the general election of
said City Council and will be for a term of two (2) years. The Municipal
Court Judge shall be qualified and shall be a resident of El Paso County,
Texas. The Municipal Court Judge will serve at the will and pleasure of
the City Council/City manager and may be terminated at any time. The
Judge of the Municipal Court shall be qualified and his/her compensation
shall not be reduced during the term of office for which the Judge was
appointed.

In the absence or disability of the Judge, the City Council shall appoint an
interim judge who shall be qualified and who shall reside in the City of
Socorro to preside over the municipal Court.

All costs and fines collected by the municipal Court shall be paid to the
City Treasury for the use and benefit of the City.

The style of all writs issued out of the Municipal Court shall be in the
name of The City of Socorro. All jurors shall be residents of said City and
otherwise possess the same qualifications as jurors in the State Courls, and
they shall be summoned in the same manner as provided for in Justice
Courts.

The municipal Cowrt of the City shall always be separate and apart from
all departments of the City.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

The City Council shall create a Police Department by ordinance.

T o w »

The Chief of Police shall be the Chief administrative officer of the

Department of Police.

The Chief of Police shall be a certified Peace Officer in accordance with
the requirements of the State Statues of the State of Texas.

The Chief of Police shall be a classified employee of the City subject to
Civil Service Rules and Regulations.

The selection of the Chief of Police based on the recommendation of the
Civil Service Commission, shall be that of the Mayor and City Council by
a majority of vote of the full City Council.
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E. The Chief of Police shall be fully responsible to the City Council/and City
Manager for the administration of his department. He shall perform such
duties as may be required of him by the City Council/City Manager in
accordance with applicable ordinances and State Law,

Section 4.06  FIRE DEPARTMENT

The City Council may create a Fire Department as deemed necessary according to
population growth.,
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ARTICLE V

PUBLIC FINANCE

Section 5.01  FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the City shall begin on October 1, each year and end on the
following September 30. The fiscal year may be changed by the City Council by
ordinance, provided that no change shall be effective until six (6) months after the
passage of such ordinance.

Section 5.02  SUBMISSION OF BUDGET AND BUDGET MESSAGE

No later than forty-five (45) days prior to the close of the fiscal year, the City
Manager shall submit to the City Council a budget for the ensuing fiscal year and
an accompanying message.

The City Manager’s message shall explain the budget, both in fiscal terms and in
term of work programs. It shall:

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

outline the proposed financial policies of the City for the ensuring fiscal
year;

describe the important features of the budget;

indicate any major changes from the current year in financial policies,
expenditures, and revenues, and the reasons for such changes;

summarize the Cily’s debt position; and

include such other material, as the City Manager deems appropriate.

Section 5.03 BUDGET

A.

The budget shall provide a complete financial plan of all City funds and

activities for the ensuing fiscal year and, except as required by law or this

Charter, shall be in such form as the City Manager deems necessary or the

City Council may require.

In organizing the budget, the City manager shall utilize the most feasible

combination of expenditure classification by fund, organization unit,

program, purpose or activity, and object. It shall begin with a clear
general summary of its contents and shall state in detail:

L all estimated income, indicating the proposed property tax levy and
all proposed expenditures, including debt service, for the ensuing
fiscal year;

2. comparative figures for actual and estimated income and

expenditures of the current fiscal year;

actual income and expenditures of the preceding fiscal year;

4, any other item(s) required by State Law to be included in the
budget,

The budget shall indicate, in separale sections:

('S )
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1. estimated revenues for operations during the ensuing fiscal vyear,
detailed by source;

2. proposed expenditures for current operations during the ensuing
fiscal year, detailed by offices, departments, and agencies in terms
of their respective work programs;

3. proposed capital expenditures during the ensuing fiscal year,
detailed by offices, department, and agencies when practicable,
and the proposed method of financing each capital expenditure;
and

4. anticipated net surplus or deficits for the ensuing fiscal year of
each enterprise owned or operated by the City and the proposed
method of its disposition.

Subsidiary budgets for each enterprise, giving defailed income and

expenditure information, shall be attached as appendices to the budget,

The total of proposed expenditures shall not exceed the total of estimated

income plus any accumulated surplus.

Section 5.04 CITY COUNCIL ACTION ON BUDGET

A,

The City Council shall publish in one or more newspapers of general
circulation in the City, the general summary of the budget, and a notice

stating:

1. the times and places where copies of the message and budget are
available for inspection by the public; and

2. the time and place, not less than two weeks, after such publication

for a public hearing on the budget.
After the public hearing, the City Council may adopt the budget with or
without amendment. In amending the budget, it may add or increase
programs or amounts and may delete or decrease any program or amounts,
except expenditures required by law or for debt service, provided that no
amendment to the budget shall increase the authorized expenditures to an
amount greater than the tofal of estimated income plus any accumulated
surplus.
The City Council shall adopt the budget on or before the fifieenth (15"‘)
day of the twelfth (12™) month of the fiscal year currently ending,
provided that if the City Council takes no final action or prior to such day,
the budget as submitted by the City Manager shall be deemed to have been
finally adopted by the City Council.
Adoption of the budget shall constitute appropriations of the amounts
specified therein for expenditures from the funds, indicated. The property
fax rate shall be set by ordinance in accordance with State Law.
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Section 5.05

Section 5.06

APPROPRIATION AND REVENUE ORDINANCES

Appropriation and Revenue Ordinances. To implement the adopted budget, the
City Council shall adopt the following prior to the beginning of the ensuing fiscal

year.

A,

Ordinance Adopting Budget. An ordinance shall be made adopting the
budget and making the appropriations sel forth therein by department or
major organizational unit and authorizing a single appropriation for each
program, capital project or activity.

Tax Levy Ordinance. A tax levy ordinance shall be made authorizing the
property tax levy or levies and setting the tax rate or rates.

Revenue Ordinances. Any other ordinances required to authorize new
revenues or to amend the rates or other features of existing taxes or other
revenue sources shall be made.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS AFTER ADOPTION

A.

If during the fiscal year, the City Manager certifies that there are available
for appropriation, revenues in excess of those estimated in the budget, the
City Council, by ordinance, may make supplemental appropriations for the
year, up to the amount of the excess.

To meet a public emergency, as defined by State Law, the City Council
may make emergency appropriations. Such appropriations may be made
by emergency ordinance in accordance with the provisions of Article [1I,
Section 3.16 of this Charter. To the extent that there are no available
unappropriated revenues to meet such appropriations, the City Council
may, by emergency ordinance, authorize the issuance of emergency notes,
which may be renewed from time to time. The emergency notes and
renewal of those notes during any fiscal year shall be paid no later than the
last day of the current fiscal year.

If at any time during the fiscal year, it appears probable to the City
Manager that the revenues available will be insufficient to meet the
amount appropriated, he/she shall report to the City Council without delay,
indicating the estimated amount of the deficit, any remedial action taken,
and recommendations as to any other steps to be taken.

At any time during the fiscal year, the City Manager may transfer part or
all of any unencumbered appropriation balance among programs within a
department, office, or agency, but no funds may be transferred fo increase
a salary appropriation without the approval of the City Council. Upon
written request by the City Manager, the City Council shall by ordinance,
transfer part or all of any unencumbered appropriation balance from one
department, office, or agency to another.

No appropriation for debt service may be reduced or transferred, and no
appropriation may be reduced below any amount required by law or
ordinances to be appropriated or by more than the amount of the

22




unencumbered balance thereof.  The supplemental and emergency
appropriations and reduction or transfer of appropriations authorized by
this section may be made effective immediately upon adoption.

Section 5.07 LAPSE OF APPROPRIATIONS

Every appropriation, except an appropriation for a capital expenditure, shall lapse
at the close of the fiscal year to the extent that it has not been expended or
encumbered. An appropriation for a capilal expenditure shall continue until
expended, revised or repealed. The purpose of any such appropriation shall be
deemed abandoned, if three (3) years pass without any disbursement from or
encumbrance of the appropriation.

Section 5.08 CAPITAL PROGRAM

A The City Manager shall prepare and submit to the City Council a five-year
capital program, at feast three months prior to the final date for submission
of the annual budge.

B. The capital program shall include:

1.

a clear general summary of its contents;

2. a list of all capital improvements which are proposed to be
undertaken during the five fiscal years next ensuing, with
appropriate supporting information as to the necessity for such
improvements;

3. cost estimate, methods of financing and recommended time
schedules for each such improvements; and

4. the estimated annual cost of operating and maintaining the
facilities to be constructed or acquired.

C. The capital program shall be revised and extended each year with regard
to capital improvements still pending or in process of construction or
acquisition.

Section 5.09 CITY COUNCIL ACTION ON CAPITAL PROGRAM

A.

1.

2.

The City Council shall publish, in one or more newspapers of
general circulation in the City, the general summary of the capital
program and a notice stating:

the times and places where copies of the capital program  are
available for inspection by the public: and

the time and place not less than two weeks after such publication,
for a public hearing on the capital program.

B. The City Council by resolution shall adopt the capital program with or
without amendment afier the public hearing and on or before the fifteenth
day of the twelfth month of the current fiscal year.
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Section 5.10 PUBLIC RECORDS

Section 5.11

Section 5.12

Section 5.13

Section 5.14

Copies of the budget and the capital program as adopted shall be public record
and shall be available to the public at suitable places in the City.

OVERSPENDING OF APPROPRIATIONS PROHIBITED

A. No payment shall be made or obligation incurred against any allotment or
appropriation, except in accordance with appropriations duly made, and
unless the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee first cerlifies that
there is a sufficient unencumbered balance in such allotment or
appropriation, and that sufficient funds therefore are or will be available to
cover the claim or meet the obligation when it becomes due and payable.

B. Any authorization of payment or incurring of obligation in violation of the
provisions of this Charter shall be void, and any payment so made shall be
illegal. Such action shall be cause for removal of any elected or appointed
officer who knowingly authorized or made such payment, or incurred such
obligation, and he or she shall also be liable to the City for any amount so
paid.

C. All purchases made and contracts executed by the City shall be in
accordance with the requirements of the Constitution and laws of the State

of Texas.
ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING PRECEDIRES

The City shall adopt an accounting manual prepared by the City Manager, which
shall provide procedures to be followed in detail for recording and reporting of
financial transactions. Changes in such accounting manual may be made, as may
from time to time be necessary, by the City Manager, providing such changes do
not weaken controls as may be advised by the auditor. Accounting controls shall
be adequate to protect the assets of the City, but shall not be restrictive beyond the
value of the assets being controlled.

AUTHORITY TO ISSUE BONDS

The City Council shall have the power and authority to issue all tax bonds,
revenue bonds, funding and refunding bonds, warrants, time warrants, notes and
other evidence of obligation, as may be authorized by the Constitution and laws of
the State of Texas and as prescribed by this Charter.

AUTHORITY TO LEVY TAXES
The City Council may levy taxes of any type and amount not prohibited by the
laws and Constitution of the State of Texas or other provisions of this Charter,

The City may assess, levy and collect taxes for general and special purposes on all
lawful subjects of taxation.
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Section 5.15  COLLECTION OF TAXES

Section 5.16

A, The City Manager may, subject to approval by a majority of the full City
Council, appoint an individual as City Tax Collector to collect taxes. The
Tax Collector shall furnish a fidelity bond, the cost to be borne by the
City. The amount of such bond shall be set by the City Council, but shall
not be less than the amount of tax collections under his or her control at
any one time.

B. As an alternative to appointing a City Tax Collector, the City Council may
contract with the City of Bl Paso, County Tax Assessor-Collector or with
any other Tax Assessor-Collector to collect taxes for the City.

C. All taxes due the City shall be payable at the office of the designated Tax
Collector or Assessor-Collector,

DEBT SERVICE FUND

Debt Service Funds, created for the retirement of bonds or other authorized
indebtedness shall be deposited in separate accounts in the Cily depositories, and
shall not be used except to pay interest and principal on those bonds or other
authorized indebtedness. These debt service funds may be invested as allowed by
the laws of the State of Texas,
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Section 6.01

Section 6.02

Section 6.03

Section 6.04

ARTICLE VI
ELECTIONS

REGULAR ELECTIONS

Regular City elections shall be held on the first Saturday in May, or on the closest
date to the first Saturday in May permitted by the Jaws of the State of Texas.

Special Elections. The City Council by ordinance may call special elections as
required or authorized by the laws of the State of Texas or this Charter; fix the
time and place of holding these elections, and provide all means for holding such
special elections, provided that every special election shall be held on a Saturday,
or a uniform election date, unless otherwise provided by law or this Charter,
except as required by this Charter or State Law, every special election shall be
called and held as nearly as practicable according 1o the provisions governing
regular clections,

QUALIFIED VOTERS

All citizens qualified by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas to vote in
the City shall be qualified voters of the City.

REGULATION OF ELECTIONS

All municipal elections shall be held in accordance with the provisions of the
general laws of Texas regulating the holding of elections. The City Council may
by ordinance make rules and regulations consistent with this Charter or the
general laws of the State of Texas for the conduct of elections or for the
prevention of fraud in elections.

FILING FOR OFFICE

A. Any qualified citizen, who desires to become a candidate for City office,
shall file with the City Secretary, a signed application for his or her name
to appear on the ballot. This application must be filed in accordance with
the laws of the State of Texas.

B. In addition to all General Requirements for Application for a place on the
ballot, as specified in the Texas Election Code, or any other requirements
specified in the laws or Constitution of the State of Texas, a candidate
must possess the qualifications specified in Section 3.02 of this Charter.

C. Any elected City official who applied to become a candidate for an office
or place, other than the one currently held, must resign, if the scheduled
term of the office or place currently held would overlap with the one for
which application is being made. The resignation must be announced at
least thirty (30) days prior to the filing deadline, and the effective date of
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Section 6.05

Section 6.06

the resignation must be no later than the date of the related election. Any
vacancy created by such resignation shall be filled at the related election.

ELECTION BY PLURALITY

At any regular or special election for the City Council, including the office of
Mayor, the candidate for each position or place who shall receive the greatest
number of votes shall be declared elected.

VOTER REGISTRATION LIST

The City Secretary shall obtain and maintain, from time to time as necessary and
useful for the conduct of the City elections or other business of the City, a
certified list of registered voters within the City as prepared by the County official
having the responsibility for voter registration. Any organization, group or person
has a right to copy the most current list of registered voters in the possession of
the City Secretary.
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Section 7.01

Section 7.02

ARTICLE V11

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL

INITIATIVE

General. The voters reserve the power of Initiative, Referendum and Recall,
which may be exercised in the manner and subject to the limitations provided by
this Article.

A.

The voters of this City shall have the power to propose any ordinance,
including an ordinance appropriating money or authorizing the levy of
taxes, or one repealing such an ordinance, and to adopt or reject the same
at the polls. The voters of the City shall have the power to propose any
ordinance, Including legislation on any local government issue, to include
legislation appropriating money, levying taxes, affecting zoning, annexing
land, or setting rates, fees or charges. If the City Council fails to adopt an
ordinance or propose to adopt or reject the proposed legislation at an
election, an initiated ordinance will be submitted by petition,

Any initiated ordinance may be submitted to the City Council by a petition
signed by registered or qualified voters of the City equal in number to at
least twenty five (25%) percent of the number of registered voters, or three
hundred (300}, whichever is greater.

Initiative petitions shall contain the full text of the proposed ordinance.
Such ordinances may be passed by the City Council without change, or
must be submitted to the voters at an election called for that purpose and
held in compliance with the Texas Election Code.

REFERENDUM BY VOTERS

A.

The voters of this City shall have the power to approve or reject at the
polls any ordinance passed by the City Council, including any ordinances
appropriating money, authorizing the levy of taxes, or authorizing the
issuance of either tax or revenue bonds, whether original or refunding,
except for bonds that have been legally awarded or sold to a successful
bidder or other legal obligations.

The petition for Referendum shall require the same number and
qualifications of signers as required by this Charter for an initiative
petition.

A Referendum petition must confain sufficient description of the
ordinance to positively identify it.

A Referendum petition must be filed with the City Secretary within thirty
(30) days after the final passage of the ordinance, which is the subject of
the referendum, or the petition shall be barred by the lapse of time.

When such petition has been certified as sufficient by the City Secretary,
the ordinance shall not go into effect, or, if it has gone into effect, further
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Section 7.03

Section 7.04

enforcement or action thereunder shall be suspended unless and unti] such
ordinance is approved by the volers as herein provided.

REQUIREMENTS OF PETITION

Any five (5) registered voters may begin Initiative, Referendum or Recall
proceedings by filing with the City Secretary, an affidavit stating they constitute
the petitioners’ committee and will be responsible for circulating the petition and
filing it in a proper form, stating their names and addresses, and setting out in full
the proposed Initiative ordinance, ordinance to be reconsidered or official to be
recalled.

Petitions shall contain, or have attached to them, an accurate legible copy of the
ordinance proposed or sought to be reconsidered. The signatures to the initiative
or Referendum need not all be appended to one paper, but signers shall sign their
names in ink and shall add their printed names, place of residence by street and
number, date of birth, voter registration number and date of signing. The
circulators of each petition page shall make an affidavit stating they personaily
circulated the page of the petition, and that each signature is the genuine signature
of the person as written, and further, that no signature shall have been placed there
more than forty-five (45) days prior to the filing of the petition. Petitions shall be
returned (o the City Secretary for filing within forty-five (45) days after the
issuance of the appropriate forms to the petitioner’s comumittee.

FILING, EXAMINING AND CERTIFYING PETITIONS.

Within fifteen (15) business days after and Initiative or Referendum petition is
filed, the City Secretary shall determine whether it is properly signed by the
requisite number of registered voters residing within the City. The City Secretary
shall invalidate any petition paper, which does not have both the required
information and the affidavit attached thereto as required. The City Secretary
shall examine the petition and indicate the names of signers found not qualified.
The City Secretary shall certify the results of the petition.

If the Certificate of the City Secretary shows an Initiative or Referendum petition
to be insufficient, the City Sccretary shall notify in writing the persons filing the
petition.

The written notification shall detail the defects that must be corrected if the
petition is to be found sufficient. The petition may then be amended within
fifteen (15) days from the date of such notice by the filing of a supplementary
petition with any additional papers that are signed and filed as prescribed for the
original petition, Within fifteen (15) business days after the amendment is filed,
the City Sccretary shall examine the amended petition and certify as to its
sufficiency.
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Section 7.05

Section 7.06

If the amended petition is then found to be insufficient, no further proceedings
shall be had with regard to it.

PUBLICATION OF INITIATED AND REFERRED ORDINANCES

The City Secretary shall publish at least once in a newspaper of general
circulation in the City of Socorro any initiated or referred ordinance. Such
publication shail be within fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the election and
the City Secretary shall give other notices and do other things that are required by
law or by ordinance or resolution calling such elections.

COUNCIL CONSIDERATION AND SUBMISSION TO VOTERS

If the City Council receives an authorized Initiative petition certified by the City
Secretary to be sufficient, the City Council shall:

A. Adopt without Amendment. Adopt the initiated ordinance without
amendment within thirty (30) days after the date of the certification to the
City Council; or

B. Order Special Election.  Submit the initiated ordinance without
amendment to a vote of the qualified voters of the City at a special
election to be held on the first available uniform election date, for which
the required election notice may be given, that is sixty (60) days or more
after the date of the certification to the City Council, or as soon thereafter
as permiited by the laws of the State of Texas; or

C. Submit Aliternative Ordinance. At the election, as described in subsection
7.06B, submit to vole of the qualified voters of the City the initiated
ordinance without amendment along with the alternative ordinance on the
same subject proposed by the City Council. The Ordinance receiving the
higher number of affirmative votes shall be effective as an ordinance of
the City. The other ordinance shall be considered rejected and shall not be
effective,

D. If the City Council receives an authorized Referendum petition certified
by the City Sectetary to be sufficient, the City Council shall reconsider the
referred ordinance. If upon reconsideration the ordinance is not repealed
within thirty (30) days, i{ shall be submitted to the qualified votes of the
City at a special election. Such special election shall be held on the first
available uniform election date for which the required election notice may
be given that is sixty (60) days or more after the date of the certification to
the City Council or as soon thereafier as permitted by the laws of the State
of Texas.

E. Special elections on initiated or referred ordinances shall be held as
required by this Charter and not inconsistent with State Law. No
ordinance on the same subject as an initiated ordinance that has been
defeated or on the same subject as a referred ordinance that has been
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approved at any election may be initiated by the voters within two (2)
years from the date of the election.

Section 7.07 REFERENDUM BY CITY COUNCIL

A. In the absence of a petition, the City Council shall have the authority to
submit a proposed ordinance fo the voters.
B. If the City Council specifies that the election is binding, and if the voters

approve the proposed ordinance, then the ordinance is adopted, at the time
the Council formally approves the ordinance in the manner set forth
herein,

C. If the City Council specifies that the election is non-binding, then the
results of the election are only to supply information and guidance to the
City Council, and the proposed ordinance is neither approved nor
disapproved.

Section 7.08 SUBMISSION TO VOTERS

A. Ballot forms and Results of Elections. The ballot used in voting upon an
initiated or referred ordinance shall state the caption of the ordinance and
below the caption shall set forth on separate lines the words “For the
Ordinance” and “Against the Ordinance.” Any number of ordinances may
be voted upon at the same election in accordance with the provisions of
this Charter. Any ordinance submitted and receiving an affirmative
majority of the votes cast shall then become effective as an ordinance of
the City. An ordinance so adopted may be repealed or amended at any
time after the expiration of two (2) years by an affirmative vote of three
(3) or more of the City Council members. A referred ordinance that is
rejected by a majority of the voters is repealed.

B. An initiative or Referendum election shall be held within sixty (60) days
from the date the City Council takes its final vote on the proposed or
referred ordinance or at the earliest date thereafter permitted by the Texas
Election Code.

Section 7.09 RESULTS OF ELECTION

A, A majority vote in favor of a proposed initiative ordinance shall constitute
its adoption as a City ordinance.
B. If two or more ordinances with conflicting provisions are approved by the

voters, the ordinance receiving the greater number of votes shall be
adopted and the conflicting ordinance or crdinances shall be rejected.

C. A majority vote 1o reject a referred ordinance shali result in the repeal of
said referred ordinance.

Section 7.10  PUBLICATION OF INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM ORDINANCES
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Initiative and Referendum ordinances shall be published in the same manner as
those adopted by the City Council.

Section 7.11  FRANCHISE ORDINANCE EXEMPT FROM INITIATIVE
REFERENDUM

Franchise Ordinances of the City are exempt from Initiative and Referendum
petitions.

Section 7.12 RECALL

A.

The voters of this City shall have the power to recall any member of the
City Council, including the Mayor, and may only exercise such power by
filing with the City Secretary, a petition, which shall be signed by the
registered and qualified voters of the City as specified below, and verified
by the City Secretary. The recall petition must state the reason for the
removal of the elected official. All members of recall committee must be
qualified voters in the district of officer proposed to be recalled,

1. for a position elected from the City-at-large, by a number of such
voters equal to at least 30% percent, of the number of registered
voters in the City or 500, whichever is greater; or

2. for a position elected from a district, by a number of such voters
equal to at least 30% percent of the number of registered voters in
the City or 500, whichever is greater.

3. within twenty (20) business days after a recall petition is filed, the

City Secretary shall determine whether it is properly signed by the
requisite number of registered voters residing within the City and
shall verify the petition as sufficient or insufficient. If the
cerificate of the City Secretary shows a Recall petition to be
insufficient, the City Secretary shall notify in writing, the persons
filing the petition.
The written notification shall detail the defects that must be
corrected if the petition is to be found sufficient. The filing of a
supplementary petition and the submitting of additional papers that
are signed and filed as prescribed for the original petition may then
amend the petition within fifteen (15) days from the date of such
notice. Within twenty (20) business days after the amendment is
filed, the City Secretary shall examine the amended petition and
certify to its sufficiency. If the amended petition is then found to
be insufficient, no further proceedings shall be had with regard to
it. A separate petition shall be required for each officer to be
recalled.

The City Secretary shall immediately notify, by registered mail the officer

whose removal is sought.

If the recall petition is certified by the City Secretary 1o be sufficient, the

City Council shall order and hold, and election within sixty (60) days or as
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soon thereafter as shall be permitted by State law to determine whether the
officer shall be recalled.

Section 7.13 FORM OF RECALL PETITION

The recall petition must be addressed to the City Council and must distinctly and
specifically point out the ground or grounds upon which such petition for removal
is predicated. The signature shall be verified by oath in the following form:

ARTICLE VII
INITIATIVE REFERENDUM AND RECALL

CITY OF SOCORRO
STATE OF TEXAS

Section 7.13

1, , being first duly sworn, on oath, depose and say that
[ am one of the signers of the above petitions, that the statements made therein are true, and
based on my personal knowledge, and that each signature appearing thereto, was made in my
presence, on the day and date it purports to have been, and [ solemnly swear, that the same, is the
genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be and that no signature was placed on
said petitions more than forty-five (45) days after the initial issuance of the petition forms to the
petitioners committee.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this day of ,

Notary Public in and for
El Paso County, Texas

Section 7.14 PUBLIC HEARING ON RECALL PETITION

The officer whose removal is sought by a recall petition, may, within five (5) days
after such recall petition has been presented to the City Council, request that a
public hearing be held to permit him or her to present facts pertinent to the
charges specified in the recall petition. In this event, the City Council shall order
such public hearing to be held not less than five days nor more than fifteen days
after receiving such request for a public hearing.

Section 7.15  RECALL ELECTION
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A. If the officer whose removal is sought does not resign, and if the recall
petition is certified by the City Secretary to be sufficient, the City Council
shall order and hold, or cause 1o be held, an election to determine whether
the officer shall be recalled.

B A recall election shall be held within thirty (30) days from the date the
petition was submitted to the City Council or from the date of public
hearing, il one was held, whichever is later, or at the earliest date
thereafter permitted by the Texas Election Code.

Section 7.16 BALLOTS FOR RECALL ELECTION

Ballots used at recall elections shall conform to the following requirements:

A. with respect to each person whose removal is sought, the question shall be
submitied: Shall (name of person) be removed from the office of (name of
office) by recall?

B. Immediately below each such question, there shall be printed the two

following propositions, one above the other, in order indicated:

0 FOR X
X
X The recall of (name of person)
0 AGAINST X
X

Section 7.17

Section 7.18

Section 7.19

RESULTS OF RECALL ELECTION

If the majority of the legal registered votes cast at a recall election for the recal} of
the officer named on the ballot, the City Council shall certify the results and
immediately declare histher office vacant. Such vacancy shall be filled in
accordance with the provisions of this Charter.

LIMITATIONS ON RECALL

No recall petition shall be filed against an officer within six (6) months afer he or
she takes office, or six months after an election for such officer’s recall.

FAILURE OF COUNCIL TO CALL AN ELECTION

When all requirements of this Charter shall have been met and the City Council
shall fail or refuse to receive a Recall, Initigtive or Referendum petition, or order
such Recall, Initiative or Referendum election, or discharge other duties imposed
upon the City Council by the provisions of this Charter with reference to such
Recall, Initiative or Referendum, then any voter registered to vote in City
elections shall be entitled to petition the District Court of El Paso County, Texas
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Section 7.20

Section 7.21

for a Declaratory Judgment, Mandatory Injunction or Mandamus or other relief to
order the City Council to call the election and fo enforce the carrying inte effect
the provisions of this Article.

FORMS OF PETITIONS

A,

All papers necessary for the filing of petitions to be circulated for
Initiative, Referendum, or Recall, must be obtained from the City
Secretary. The petition forms shall be available at the City Secretary’s
office at all reasonable times and will be dated and signed by the City
Secretary when issued.

The signatures to Initiative, Referendum, or Recall petitions need not be
appended to one paper, but all papers congstituting a single petition shall be
assembled and filed with the City Secretary as one instrument. The
petition must be accompanied by an affidavit made by the person filing
such petition, that the petition bears a stated number of signatures, and that
all the signatures, appended therecto are, in his‘her belief, the genuine
signatures of the persons whose name they claim to be. All signatures
must be in ink. Names and addresses of the signers of such petitions and
their precinct number and serial number from the voter registration
certificate or other document prescribed by the Laws of the State of Texas
to identify qualified voters shall be printed in ink, adjacent to the
signatures.

Petitions for initiative, Referendum or Recall shall be filed with the City
Secretary. Within twenty (20) business days after such petition is filed,
the City Secretary shall determine whether such petition is signed by a
sufficient number of qualified voters and whether it has proper affidavit
attached of the person filing same. After completing examination of such
petition, the City Secretary shall certify the result thereof to the City
Council at its next regular meeting. If such petition is insufficient, the
City Secrctary shall set forth the particulars in which it is defective, and

. shall at once, notify the person who filed it by registered mail.
AMENDMENT OF PETITION

An Initiative, Referendum, or Recall petition may be amended at any time within
fifieen (15) days after the notice of insufficiency has been sent by the City
Secretary, by filing a supplementary petition, and the same procedures shall then
be followed by the City Secretary and Council as in the case of an original
petition.

ARTICLE VI

FRANCHISE AND PUBLIC UTILITIES
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Public Utilities, Public Services and Proprietary Enterprises. The City shall have
the power fo buy, construct, lease, maintain, operate and regulate public utilities
of every character serving the City. Such power shall include but not be limited
to persons or entities providing electricity, gas, water, sewage, or fiber cable
service or any similar commodity or ufility to the public, and public services of
every character including but not limited to ambulance services, cable television
services, (ransporfation services, any comumunications services, sanitation
services, recreation facilities, airport, cemetery and any other service or
proprietary enterprise using the public strects or established and dedicated utility
easements within the City to provide service or to manufacture, distribute and sell
the output of such utility, public service or proprietary enterprise operations. The
City shall have all additional powers as provided by ordinance to control, regulate
and provide any public utility, public service or proprietary enterprise not
inconsistent with the Constitution, and the Laws of the State of Texas, except as
authorized by ordinance for areas to be serviced by the City. The City shall not
provide any public utility, public service or proprietary enterptise outside the City
limits, except by written contract with the prospective customer requesting such
services and only when the provision of such services appears to be in the best
interest of the City.

Section 8,01 POWER TO GRANT FRANCHISE

The City shall have the power by ordinance to grant, amend, renew and extend all
public utilities, public service and proprictary enterprise franchises of every
character operating and using the public streets and established and dedicated
utility easements within the City of Socorro. No public utility, public service or
proprietary enterprise, other than the City of Socorro, shall use the streets and
right of ways or established and dedicated utility easements of the City to provide
services without first obtaining a franchise from the City. All ordinances granting
amending, renewing or extending franchise shall be read at two (2) regular
meetings of the City Council. No such ordinance shall take effect until thirty (30)
days after final passage.

Pending such time the full text of such ordinance shall be published once each
week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the
City of Socorro. The expense of such publication shall be borne by the proponent
of the franchise. No public utility, public service or proprietary enterprise shall be
granted, renewed or extended for an indeterminate period or for a term of more
than twenty (20) years nor be transferable except with the approval of the City
Council expressed by Ordinance. No grants to construct maintain or operate a
public utility, public service or proprietary enterprise franchise, and no renewal or
extension of such grant shall be exclusive.

Section 8,02 FRANCHISE EXTENSIONS
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All extensions of public utilities within the City limits shall become a part of the
aggregate property of the public utility, shall be operated as such, and shall be
subject to all the obligations and reserved rights contained in this Charter and in
any original grant hereafter made. The right to use and maintain any extension
shall terminate with the original grant and in the event the Public works utilities
violates the franchise ordinances, termination shall be considered by City Council.

Section 8.03 TRANSFER OF FRANCHISE

No public utility franchise may be transferred or assigned by the holder except
with the approval of the City Council.

Section 8.04 REGULATION OF FRANCHISE

All grants, renewals, extensions, or amendments of public-utility franchises,
whether it be so provided in the ordinance or not, shall be subject to the right of

the City to;

A. repeal the same by ordinance at any time for failure to begin construction
or operation within the time prescribed or for failure otherwise to comply
with the terms of the franchise, such power to be exercised only after due
notice and hearing;

B. require an adequate and reasonable extension of facilities and service, and
the maintenance of facilities and fixtures at a standard so as to render the
highest reasonable quality of utility service to the public;

C. establish reasonable standard of service and quality of service and prevent
unjust discrimination in service or rates;
D. require franchise holders to keep records that accurately reflect the value

of the franchise holder’s property used in rendering its service to the
public and which reflect the franchise holders expenses, revenues and

profits of all kinds;

L. impose such reasonsble regulations and restrictions as may be deemed
desirable or conducive to the safety, welfare, and accommodation of the
public;

F. require franchise holders to furnish the City, without cost to the City, full

information regarding the location and precise description of all facilities
of the franchise holder in, over, or under the City, and to regulate and
control the location, relocation, and removal of the facilities;

G. examine and audit at any time during normal business hours, the accounts
and record of the {ranchise holder; and

H. require, al any time, such compensation and rental as may be permitted by
the laws of the State of Texas or as may be negotiated by the parties, in the
franchise.

Section 8.05 FRANCHISE RECORDS
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Section 9.01

Section 9.02

The City shall compile and maintain a public record of all franchise granted by
the City, including any extensions or amendments to such franchisc grants.

ARTICLE IX

GENERAL PROVISIONS

PERSONAL INTEREST

A,

No member of the City Council or any officer, or employee of the City
shall engage in self-dealing or have a financial interest, direct or indirect,
in any contract with the City, or in the sale to the City, or to a contractor
supplying the City, of any land or rights or interest in any land, material,
supplies or service except on behalf of the City as an officer or employee.
The City Council shall never authorize the expenditure of public funds for
the development of a privately owned subdivision. Any willful violation
of this section shall constitute malfeasance in office, and any officer or
employee of the City found guilty thereof, shall thereby forfeit his/her
office or position. Any violation of this section with the knowledge,
expressed or implied of the person or corporation coniracting with the City
shall render contract voidable by the City Manager or the City Council.
Nepotism. No person related within the second degree by affinity or
within the third degree by consanguinity to members of the City Council
or Mayor shall be appointed to any office, position or service in the City,
but this provision shall not effect officials or Cily employees who are
already employed by the City, or have been City employees for six (6)
months or longer at the time of the election of the Mayor or Council
member.

No officer or employee of the City shall ever accept, directly or indirectly,
any gift, favor, privilege, or employment valued over $25.00 from any
firm, individual, or corporation doing business or proposing to do business
with the City. Any officer or employee of the City who violates the
provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and may be
punished by any fine or penalty that may be prescribed by ordinance for
this offense, and shall forthwith be removed from his or her office or
position, This section does not prohlblt the giving of gifts where the donor
and recipient are kin by blood or martiage.

All elected and appointed officials and the employees with decision
making power, shall disclose any relationship, direct or indirect, to any
entity submitting bids to the City by written affidavit filed with the City
Secretary and shall thereafier abstain from deliberating and/or voting on
the matter.

CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY
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Section 9.03

Seciion 9.04

Section 9.05

Before the City shall be liable to a damage claim, suit for personal injury, or
damage to property, the person who is injured or whose property has been
damaged, or someone on behalf of the person, shall give the City manager of the
City Secretary notice in writing, duly verified, within six (6) months afier the date
of the alleged injury or damage. The notice shall state specifically when, where
and how the injury or damage was sustained, setting forth the extent of the injury
or damage as accurately as possible, and giving the names and addresses of all
witnesses known to the claimant upon whose testimony the claimant is relying o
establish the injury or damage. In case of injury resulting in death, the person or
persons claiming damage shall, within six (6) months after the death of the injured
person, give notice as required above. Nothing in this section shall be construed
to mean the City waives any rights, privileges, defenses, or immiunities in tort
action which are provided under the common law, the laws of the State of Texas,
and the State Constitution.

LIENS, ASSIGNMENTS, EXECUTION AND GARNISHMENT

The real and personal property belonging to the City shall not be liable for sale or
appropriation under any writ or execution or cost bill, and no lien of any kind hall
ever exist against any such property owned by the City except that the lien be
created or authorized by this Charter or State law. The Funds belonging to the
City in the hands of any person, firm, or corporation, shall not be liable to
garnishment, attachment, or sequestration. The City shall not be liable to
garnishment of accounts of any debt it may owe, or funds for property it may have
on hand, or owing to any person. Neither the City nor any of its officers, or
agents shall be required to answer any such writ or garnishment on any account
whatsoever. The City shall not be obligated to recognize any assignment of
wages or funds by its employees, agents, or contractors, except by court order.

SEVERABLITY

If any provisions of this Charter are held invalid, the other provisions of the
Charter shall not be affected thereby. If the application of the Charter or any of
its provisions to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the application of the
Charter and its provisions to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected

thereby.,
CHARTER AMENDMENT

This Charter may be amended by a vote of the qualified voters of the City, in
compliance with the laws and Constitution of the State of Texas. The election
may be called directly by the City Council, as the result of a petition submitted by
qualified voters of the City, as specified by State Law, or by any other means
permitted by the laws and Constitution of the State of Texas.

ARTICLE X
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TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Section 10.01 OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

Nothing in this Charter, except as otherwise specifically provided, shall affect or
impair the rights or privileges of persons who are City officers or employees at
the time of its adoption.

Section 10.02 PENDING MATTERS

All rights, claims, actions, orders, contracts, and legal administrative proceedings
shall continue except as modified pursuant to the provisions of this charter.

Section 10.03 EFFECT OF THE CHARTER ON EXISTING LAW

Al

All City ordinances, rules and regulations in force on adoption of this
Charter and not in conflict with it, shall remain in force until altered,
amended or repealed by the Council. All rights of the City under existing
franchises and contracts are preserved in full force and effect.

Any ordinance, rules, or regulations inconsistent with this Charter are
repealed as of the date of adoption of the Charter 1o the extent of the
inconsistency.

Any laws, ordinances, rules, or regulations applicable to Special law
Charter Cities in the State of Texas, shall be superseded upon adoption of
this Charter and preclearance thereof by the Department of Justice.

All taxes, assessments, liens, encumbrances, and demands of, or against
the City fixed or established, before the effective date of this Charter or for
the fixing or establishing of which proceedings had begun prior to such
date shall be valid when propetly fixed or established under the law in
force at the time of the beginning of such proceedings, or under the law
after adoption of this Charter.
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ARTICLE X1

CIVIL SERVICE

The City of Socorro, Texas shall establish and maintain a Civil Service System
for the benefit of the employees and City of Socorro, Texas. The Civil Service
System shall be established by Ordinance.

ARTICLE XH

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Section 12.01 PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION: AUTHORITY, DUTIES
AND PROCEDURES

The Municipal Planning and Zoning commission shall serve as the planning and
the zoning conunission of the City and;

A,

Review and make recommendations to the City Council regarding the
adoption and implementation of & master plan and comprehensive plan, or
elements or portions thereto prepared under the authorization of the City
Council and under the direction of the City Manager and responsible staff,

After a master plan and comprehensive plan or element or portion thereof
has been adopted in conformity with this article:

1. Review and make recommendations to the City Council on all
amendments or portions thercof;
2. Review and make recommendation to the Council on all proposals

to adopt or amend land development regulations for the purpose of
cstablishing the relationship of such proposal to, and its
consistency with, the adopted master plan, and comprehensive plan
or elements or portions thereof. For purposes of this article “land
development regulations” include zoning, subdivision, building
and construction codes, environmental, including water
conservation, and other police power regulations controlling,
regulating, or affecting the use or development of land;
Pursuant to ordinances adopted by the City Council, exercise control over
planting and subdividing land within the corporate limits and
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City to insure the consistency of any
such plats or subdivision with the ordinances and master plan and
comprehensive plan or element or portion thereof;
Pursuant to ordinances adopted by the City Council exercise control over
the zoning of land and land uses within the corporate limits of the City to
msure the consistency of any such land use with the adopted master plan
and comprehensive plan or element or portion thereof,
Submit annually to the City Manager, not less than one hundred fifty days
prior to the beginning of the budget year, a list of recommended capital
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H.

improvements, which in the opinton of the commission are necessary or
desirable to implement the adopted master plan and comprehensive plan or
element or portion thereof during the forthcoming five (5) year period;
Monitor and oversee the effectiveness and status of the master plan and
comprehensive plan and recommend annually to the City Council any
changes in or amendments to the master plan and comprehensive plan as
may be desired or required;

Prepare periodic evaluation and appraisal reports on the master plan and
comprehensive plan which shall be sent to the City Council at least once
every five (5) years after the adoption of the master plan and
comprehensive plan or element or portion thereof;

Obtain information relative to its duties, from the City Manager;

Act as an advisory body to the City Council and perform such additional
dutics and exercise such additional powers as may be prescribed by
ordinance of the City Council not inconsistent with the intent of this
Charter.

The City Council shall prescribe the duties of the planning commission by
ordinance. The duties so established shall not be inconsistent with this charter
and such duties shall include, but not be limited to, those prescribed herein. The
City Council may create by ordinance such department(s) as necessary to provide
technical and administrative support in the area of planning, growth management
and land development, or the City manager may assign such duties fo any other
department or officer of the City. The director of such department shail be
appointed and removed by the City Manager.

Section 12.02 COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION

A,

The Planning and Zoning Commission will consist of seven (7) members
who will serve for a term of two (2} years and a maximum of three (3)
consecutive terms. Each City Council member shall appoint one (1)
member and the remaining two (2) will be appointed by the Mayor. Each
City Council nominee shall be approved by the whole City Council
individually. Individuals nominated for membership must be qualified as
follows: owner of a business within the City of Socorro; a Socorro resident
and/or legal registered voter within the City of Socorro. Each member
appointed to the Planning and Zoning Commission shall continue to serve
on the Commission beyond the term until the member is reappointed or a
new member is appointed by the City Representative or the Mayor. Two
(2) alternate members shall be appointed by the Mayor to serve for a term
of two (2) years. The alternates shall be on call to serve only when a
regular member of the Commission is unable to serve.

Nepotism. No commmissioner may hold office if he/she is related within
the second degree by affinity or the third degree by consanguinity to
members of the City Council, Mayor, or City officials and pursuant to
section 3.20.
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Section 12,03

Section 12.04

C. Personal Interest. No member of the commission, council or any officer

or employee of the City shall have a financial interest, direct or indirect, in
any contract with the City, or in the sale to the City, or to a contractor
supplying the City, of any land or rights or interests in any land, material,
supplies, or service except on behalf of the City as an officer or employee.
The City Council shall never authorize the expenditure of public funds for
the development of a privately owned subdivision.
Any willful violation of this section shall constitute malfeasance in office,
and any officer or employce of the City found guilty thereof, shall thereby
forfeit his/her office or position. Awny violation of this section with the
knowledge, expressed or implied of the person or corporation
counteracting with the City, shall render the contract voidable by the City
Manager or the City Council.

D. Any changes on the zoning map shall be determined by the Planning and
Zoning Commission with the approval of the City Council.
E. No change, of any nature, shall be made in the official zoning map or

material shown thereon, except in conformity with the procedure set forth
in the Charter and State Law.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The City Council shall by ordinance establish a Board of Adjustment which shall,
to the extent provided by Ordinance or State Law, have the power to hear and
determine appeals from the refusal of building permits, appeals resulting from
administrative decisions and to permit an authorized exception {0 or variation
from the zoning regulations, Members of such board shall hold no other City
office and no former member of the City Council shall serve as a member of the
board of adjustment until one (1) year after completion of his or her City Council
term.

ENTERPRISE ZONE

The Planning and Zoning Conmmission shall give final recommendation, in
writing, to the City Council for final approval of any enterprise zones to be
created. All ordinances pertaining to the Enterprise Zone or parts thereof in
anyway conflicting or inconsistent with this Charter or any of the provisions
hereof, are hereby repealed.
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ARTICLE XIII
HISTORICAL LANDMARK COMMISSION
Section 13.01 ESTABLISHMENT OF HISTORICAL LANDMARK COMMISSION

A, ‘The Historical Landmark Commission shall consist of seven (7) members,
three (3) members of the affected area and four (4) members at large.

Section 13.02 APPLICATIONS FOR HISTORICAL SITES

All proposed historical sites shall be reviewed and approved by the historical
Landmark Cormmission.

A. No enterprise zone shall be created or approved with boundaries on
Socorro Rd. (Historical corridor)

B. No enterprise zone shall be created or approved in which its primary
source of ingress and egress is Socorro Rd.

C. All ordinances that pertain to the historical Landmark Commission or

parts thereof in any way conflicting or inconsistent with this Charter or
any of the provisions hercof are hereby repealed.

Section 13.03 ALCALDE DE ACEQUIAS (DITCH INSPECTOR/SYMBOQLIC)

The Alcalde de Acequias shall supervise all work undertaken by the City Council
on the acequias (small ditches); he/she shall see that the acequias are kept clean
and In good condition, and he/she shall supervise the partition of water for
irrigating purposes.

Section 13.04 NEPOTISM
No commissioner may hold office i{ he/she is related within the second degree by

affinity or within the third degree by consanguinity to the member of the City
Council, Mayor, or City officials and pursuant to Section 3.20 of this Charter.

44




ARTICLE XIV

BORDER RELATIONS

Section 14.01
The Council may, within one (1) year following the adoption of this Charter,

provide for the duties, appointment, structure, terms of office and for filling the
vacancies of a standing committee on border relations, comprised of Socorro

Citizens.

The Committee on Border Relations shall propose, promote, and from time to
time, revise a program to enhance relations with the border area in proximity to

Socorro.
ARTICLE XV
SUBMISSION OF CHARTER TO VOTERS

Section 15.01
A. The Charter Commission, in preparing this Charter, concludes that it is

impractical o segregate cach subject so as to permit a vote of “yes” or
“no” on each individual subject, separately. Therefore, it should be
adopted in its entirety to enable this Charter to work and function as it is
necessary. For these reasons, the Charter Commission directs that this
Charter be voted upon as a whole, and that it should be submitted to the
qualified voters of the City at an election to be held on Tuesday November

6, 2001.
The following ballot form shail be used by the City Council as specified

per State Law:
NO. 000
OFFICIAL BALLOT
Charter Election

City of Socorro, Texas
INSTRUCTIONS:  Punch in square beside the statement indicating the way you wish to vote,

SHALL THE CHARTER FRAMED BY THE CHARTER COMMISSION BE APPROVED
AND ADOPTED AS THE HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS?
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[l FOR

£} AGAINST

Section 15.01

B.

X

X

X

¥ The adoption of the Charter
X

X

The Council shall conduct the election as required by law. If a majority of
those voting in such election are in favor of this Charter, it shall become
the Charter of the City of Socorro, and after the returns have been
canvassed, the Charter shall be declared adopted, at which time the
existing Charter, if any, shall be repealed.
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®  ExhibitA |

SOCORRO LAND GRANT

Area: 18.94 square miles +/- {12,121,.84 Acres +/-)
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