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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 2, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jesus Ruiz
Victor Perez
Rene Rodriguez
Joseph E. Bowling
Gloria Rodriguez

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Sergio Cox

STAFF PRESENT:
Willie Norfleet, Jr., City Manager
Olivia Navarro, Assistant City Clerk
Sam Leony, Planning and Zoning Director
James Martinez, City Attorney

STAFF ABSENT:
Sandra Hernandez, City Clerk

Mayor Ruiz requested a moment of silence for J. P. Lopez, who ran in the November 5,
2013 election for District 3 and passed away on December 28, 2013.

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Mayor Jesus Ruiz

2. PLEGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by Ralph Duran

3. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

A roll call was held and a quorum was established with five members present.
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4. PUBLIC COMMENT

No speakers
CONSENT AGENDA

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF
DECEMBER 12, 2013 AND SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 17, 2013. SANDRA HERNANDEZ

6. APPROVAL OF TRAVEL FOR HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT,
CITY MANAGER, AND CIVIL SERVICE SECRETARY TO ATTEND THE
TEXAS PUBLIC EMPLOYER LABOR RELATIONS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL WORIKSHOP AND 28 ANNUAL CIVIL SERVICE WORKSHOP
IN SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS FROM FEBRUARY 5 THROUGH 7, 2014.

ADRIANA RODARTE

7. EXCUSE ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBERS. SANDRA HERNANDEZ

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to approve
the Consent Agenda with the exception of item number six (6) to be pulled from the
Consent Agenda and into the Regular Agenda.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

6. APPROVAL OF TRAVEL FOR HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT,
CITY MANAGER, AND CIVIL SERVICE SECRETARY TO ATTEND THE
TEXAS PUBLIC EMPLOYER LABOR RELATIONS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL WORIKSHOP AND 28 ANNUAL CIVIL SERVICE WORKSHOP
IN SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS FROM FEBRUARY 5 THROUGH 7, 2014.

ADRIANA RODARTE

Motion made by Gloria Rodriguez seconded by Victor Perez to approve with the
exception of the Civil Service Commission secretary and include the Chairman, Vice
Chairman and Alex Miranda.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

REGULAR AGENDA

8. PUBLIC HEARING OF ORDINANCE 325 AN ORDINANCE CHANGING
THE ZONING OF TRACTS 1A, IB, 1C, 1C1, ID, 2A, 2C, AND 2E, BLOCK 10,
AND TRACTS 5A, 5B, 6A, AND 7B1, BLOCK 11, SOCORRO GRANT, FROM
A-l (AGRICULTURAL) TO A COMBINATION OF R-2 (MEDIUM DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL) AND C-2 (GENERAL COMMERCIAL). SAM LEONY
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Public Hearing opened at 6:13 p.m.
Joe De Turo spoke during Public Hearing

Public Hearing closed at 6:15 p.m.

9. SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 325 AN
ORDINANCE CHANGING THE ZONING OF TRACTS 1A, IB, 1C, 1C1, ID,
2A, 2C, AND 2E, BLOCK 10, AND TRACTS 5A, SB, 6A, AND 7B1, BLOCK 11,
SOCORRO GRANT, FROM A-l (AGRICULTURAL) TO A COMBINATION
OF R-2 (MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) AND C-2 (GENERAL
COMMERCIAL). SAM LEONY

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Victor Perez to approve
item number nine (9).

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

10. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON AMENDING POLICE CHIEF JOB
DESCRIPTOR ADRIANA RODARTE

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to accept the job
description and in the event the candidate does not possess a bachelor's degree that
the candidate be in the process of staring a bachelor's degree.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, and Joseph Bowling,
Nays: Gloria M. Rodriguez
Absent: Sergio Cox

11. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
LIST. WILLIE NORFLEET, JR.

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Victor Perez to table for
the Special Workshop Council Meeting of January 16, 2014 at 4:p.m.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

12. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON RENEWING CITY MANAGER'S
CONTRACT MA YOR JESUS RUIZ

A motion was made by Gloria Rodriguez seconded by Joseph Bowling to renew the
City Manager's Contract.
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Gloria M. Rodriguez amends her motion.

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez to renew the City Manager's Contract
as is.

Gloria M. Rodriguez amends her motion.

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Joseph E. Bowling to
nominate Mayor Ruiz and Gloria M. Rodriguez to enter into negotiations to renew
the City Manager's contract.

Ralph Duran spoke on this item.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

13. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON PROPOSED SCHEDULED FOR CITY
EVENTS FOR 2014. MAYOR JESUS RUIZ

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Joseph E. Bowling to approve
item number thirteen (13).

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

14. DISCUSSION AND ACTIONON IMPLEMENTING MEDIA PROCEDURES.
MA YOR JESUS RUIZ

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Joseph E. Bowling to
approve item number fourteen (14).

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

15. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON IMPLEMENTING MEETING
PROCEDURES. MA YOR JESUS RUIZ

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Gloria M. Rodriguez to extend an
invitation to Mayor Ruiz and City Manager to any known meeting between council
members.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox
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16. DISCUSSION AND ACTION RE-ANNEXATION OF LAND BY THE CITY OF
SOCORO AND A RESOLUTON THAT THE CITY WILL PURSUE
ANNEXATION ONLY OF AREAS THAT ARE EXEMPTED FROM A
MUNICIPAL ANNEXATION PLAN PURSUANT TO CHAAPTER 43 OF THE
TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE. JAMES A. MARTINEZ

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to approve
item number sixteen (16).

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

17. CONSIDER, DISCUSS, AND/OR TAKE ACTION UPON ACQUISITION OF
CERTAIN PROPERTIES ON AND ALONG FRAY OLGUIN ROAD IN
CONNECTION WITH A RIGHT-OFWAY AND ROAD PROJECT,
INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION THROUGH CONVEYANCE,
DEDICATION, OR EMINENT DOMAIN. JAMES A. MARTINEZ

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to approve
(a) that the City construct a new public road on what is now described as Fray
Olguin Road; (2) the City is authorized to acquire by purchase or through eminent
domain proceedings all necessary real property rights within the boundaries of such
project, including without limitations the respective rights involving the person and
tracts identified on the list included with the materials provided to the City Council;
(3) there is a necessity to acquire such rights for public use in connection with the
project, being the purpose of securing sites for a road and/or for the other purposes
necessary for the City; (d) the location and extent of the project, and the acquisition
of such rights, is reasonable and necessary; (e.) the City is authorized to file eminent
domain proceedings if necessary, to acquire such rights; (f) the City is authorized to
obtain title reports, surveys, and appraisals as may be necessary for the project or
such proceedings; and (g) any prior activities to acquire any such rights under the
project are hereby ratified.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

18. DISCUSSION AND ACTION RE RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION FOR
OLD HUECTO TANKS ROAD AND UPDATE RE COMMUNICATIONS
WITH LANDOWNERS, TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORATION
AND LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT. JAMES A. MARTINEZ

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to delete item
number eighteen (18).

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
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Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

19. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON ADVICE RECEIVED FROM CITY
ATTORNEY INC CLOSED SESSION, AND ACTION TO APPROVE REAL
ESTATE TRANSACTION; AUTHORIZE FILING OR SETTLEMENT OF
LEGAL ACTION; AUTHORIZE EMPLOYMENT OF EXPERT WITNESSES
AND CONSULTANTS, AND EMPLOYMENT OF SPECIAL COUNSEL
WITH RESPECT TO PENDING LEGAL MATTERS.

WILLIE NORFLEET, JR.

20. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON QUALIFICATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS FOR
EMPLOYMENT AND FOR APPOINTMENT TO BOARDS &
COMMISSIONS, JOB PERFORMANCE OF EMPLOYEES, REAL ESTATE
ACQUISITION AND RECEIVE LEGAL ADVICE FROM CITY ATTORNEY
REGARDING LEGAL ISSUES AFFECTING THESE MATTERS.

WILLIE NORFLEET, JR.

21. DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION AND
RECEIVE STATUS REPORT REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION.

WILLIE NORFLEET, JR.

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Gloria Rodriguez to delete items
eighteen (18), nineteen (19) and twenty (20).

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph Bowling, and Gloria M. Rodriguez
Nays:
Absent: Sergio Cox

22. ADJOURN

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to adjourn at 7:40
p.m. a.m. Motion carried unanimously. Motion passed.

Jesus-Ruiz, Mayor

Minutes prepared by Date minutes approved
Olivia Navarro
Assistant City Clerk


